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HOA Board
Meeting
December 2
9 am
Click this link for
Board Meeting minutes:

https://m.facebook.com/villamontereycommunity/

A Historic Moment
City of Scottsdale Historic Preservation Officer
Steve Venker, and his staff, in collaboration with the
Historic Preservation Commission, are currently
finalizing a document, the Historic Preserva-on Plan
and Guidelines for Villa Monterey 1-7 Historic District,
that will strongly determine the future of Villa Monterey, including its appearance and
what you can and cannot do with your home. The document is available at the following
link:
https://eservices.scottsdaleaz.gov/planning/projectsummary/applicant_submittals/
ProjInfo_4_HP_2010_2_V2.pdf
Here are some key facts:

Your HOA Board

These guidelines will be binding on all VM 5/5A residents, as well as the other VM
HOAs. They will govern alterations, restorations, maintenance, landscaping, driveway/
carport surfaces, windows and doors, choices of paint
color, and practically anything else that is visible from the
street.

Craig Sjodin, president
Bev Pettit, vice-president
Susan Marchi, secretary
Sandy Mucci, treasurer
Sandra Barnes, board director
Marsha Cain, board director

These guidelines have been under development for over 2
½ years; residents have had opportunities to review drafts
and voice their opinions, but it is unclear to what extent
these opinions have been heard or
suggestions have been incorporated into
Historic Commission Meeting
the document.
Thursday, December 5, 2019, 6 pm

montereyparkassociation.com

One Civic Center Atrium

Committee Contacts
Architectural Review: Marsha Cain
Coffees: Madeline Krska
Compliance: HOA Board/Bev Pettit
Landscape Planning: Sandra Barnes
Library: Ann Lane
Newsletter: Patti Frinzi and
Mike Sikes
Pool & Spa: Bill Mucci
Potluck/Happy Hour: Marsha Cain
Ramada & Park Maintenance:
Bill Mucci
Ramada Interior & Reservations:
Carolina Grandestaff and
Kathy Hartmann (Gayle Sjodin)
Real Estate: Joan Hunsinger
Social: Sandra Barnes
Street Lighting: Craig Sjodin
Web Site & Directory: Sue Carey

Continued on page 5

HOA Annual Dues Increase
At the November 4 HOA board meeting, Sandy Mucci, treasurer, proposed an increase in
our annual HOA dues from $550/year to $650. Sandy has done a cost analysis of HOA
expenses and believes that in order to increase our non-allocated funds (10/31/19
balance of $2,315), create a 2020 Budget that will accommodate rising costs, and restore
our reserve fund to the goal of $49,000, we should consider a raise in our yearly HOA
dues. The comparison is from 2012 when Sandy became treasurer. (See chart on page 4)
In 2018 the reserve fund was tapped to replace the pool solar heating system. The board
has been applying the $400 transfer fee and the $275 capital improvement fee paid to the
HOA on a newly purchased or transferred property to the reserve fund and as of 10/31/19
the balance is $42,582.
At the meeting the board approved the motion: 4 yay, 1 nay, and 1 absent.
Craig Sjodin, HOA board president, was called away from the meeting on a family
emergency before the vote was taken. Here are his comments on the vote:
“I believe that we need to talk further about this. It is not clear to me why we need the
additional funds. The transfer fees have been paying down the
Continued on page 4
solar cost at a nice pace.”
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
CommunityCoffee
December 7
9:30 am

Holiday Dinner Party
December 14, 5:30
Thanks Marsha Cain (center)
& Rhonda Hostetler (right)
for such a fun evening!

Monday,
Wednesday &
Saturday
11 am at the pool
contact: Beverly Tyson

Monday & Thursday
1:30 pm
VM 4 Ramada
contact: Sandy Mucci

Tuesdays, 11:30 3pm
bring snacks to
share
contact: Beverly Tyson

Celebrate the Holidays with your neighbor
The 2019 Holiday Party will be Saturday December 14th
New Year’s Eve Party is Tuesday, December 31
Lamppost decorating contest
Judging : Christmas week—Prizes announced at New
Year’s Eve Party
Watch your email or mailbox for more details
MONTEREY MOMENTS

Brush and Bulk Collection:
weeks of
November 11 & December 16
scottsdaleaz.gov/solid-waste/
brush-bulk-collection
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Real Estate Report
BY JOAN HUNSINGER

In Villa Monterey 5/5a:
5 homes on the market: 3 Homes for sale, 1 Pending, and 1 Coming Soon
4806 78th Pl..........$369,000
7817 Northland.....$419,000
7821 Mariposa.......$425,00
1 pending: 7823 Coolidge...$300,000
1 coming soon on Northland.
In all of Villa Monterey: 18 homes for sale, 3 are under contract.
Just an FYI—in Scottsdale, this is the first time where we have more homes for sale over $1,000,000 than we have
under $1,000,000, first time in history, or since they've been keeping track.

Directory Addendum
There is an addendum to the Monterey Park Association 2019-20 Directory. It includes new residents and
any phone number or email changes. Copies are available in the library on the shelf by the notebook that
contains past newsletters. Please come over and get a copy as an addition to your current directory.
Also, if you did not receive a directory as you were not home during its delivery, contact Sue Carey to pick
one up.

Ramada private parties
Please remember, if you want to book a private event at the Ramada, call Carolina Grandestaff or Kathy
Hartmann to make a reservation. If you have entered an event on the calendar at the Ramada. Please call
Carolina or Kathy to confirm.

Lamp Post Maintenance
Homeowners are responsible for the maintenance of their lampposts. The HOA replaces the bulbs and sensors, but the
painting and maintenance of the post and toppers are up to individual homeowners. Unlike other VM HOAs, VM 5/5a’s
goal is to have all lampposts the same to make our neighborhood cohesive.
If you are missing a topper, or if yours needs replacement, plastic versions that are of the same style are available from
Lowes: https://www.lowes.com/pd/Sea-Gull-Lighting-100-Watt-18-in-Black-Matte-Transitional-Post-Light/1000787094
or Home Depot:
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Sea-Gull-Lighting-Polycarbonate-Outdoor-Collection-10-5-in-W-1-LightOutdoor-Black-Post-Light-with-Frosted-Lens-82065-12/204773789
Unfortunately, research to-date has not discovered metal versions that are the same as our current ones.
Poles have a tendency to rust on the bottom. If yours needs replacing they are available at Home Depot for
$74: https://www.homedepot.com/p/Progress-Lighting-Black-7-ft-Exterior-Lamp-Post-P5390-31/202642718
or $91 with a built in sensor:
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Progress-Lighting-Black-7-ft-Exterior-Lamp-Post-withPhotocell-P5390-31PC/202642719?MERCH=REC-_-visuallysimilar_1_0-_-202642718_-202642719-_-N
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Paint for best coverage and
consistency to lamp posts.
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Joan Methenitis, mother of our neighbor Paula Mentis, passed away on September 20, 2019. She was
buried beside her husband in Milwaukee, WI. Joan had lived with Paula on Coolidge for some years
prior to her death. Joan lived to the remarkable age of 106½.
Wuanita Plum, an original Villa Monterey resident, passed away recently. She
and her husband Bob were active in the social life of the community, With
Bob Maher, Bob entertained residents at parties on his saxophone. See the
December 2017 & January 2018 VM 5/5a newsletter for a story about those
times. (Available in the Ramada Library and on the website.)
Wuanita & Bob Plum (left) with Helen
& Bob Maher at a VM Christmas Party

HOA Annual Dues Increase?, continued from page 1
VM 5/5a HOA Cost Comparisons by Sandy Mucci
Electric
Water
Landscaping
Pool
VM Entrance
Website
Insurance
Total

2012
2,936.86

2019 diﬀerence % increase
3,595.63 658.77
22.43%

2018
2,673.18

2019
diﬀerence % increase
3,595.63
922.45
34.51%

2,772.22

4,558.49 1,786.27

64.43%

3,528.49

4,558.49

1,030.00

29.19%

5,351.65

6,167.75

816.10

15.25%

5,361.50

6,167.75

806.25

15.04%

3,365.90

5,340.88 1,974.98

58.68%

5,049.85

5,340.88

291.03

5.76%

2,467.91

3,951.38 1,483.47

60.11%
4,558.00

4,600.00

42.00

0.92%

21,171.02 24,262.75 3,091.73

14.60%

96.23

25.76

26.77%

4,600.00 1,926.00

72.03%

19,664.77 28,336.12 8,671.35

44.10%

2,674.00

average % increase

121.99

45.67%

17.08%

It may be helpful to homeowners to know a bit more information about the increased costs. At the meeting, Sandy’s
diligence in keeping track of expenses was apparent. Craig suggested that in addition to reviewing increases in costs, we
need to look at why those costs have increased. Craig noted that the water and trash bill increase is due to a water leak. Is the
electric bill increase due to a one-time surge in usage, ongoing increased usage, or rate increases? How has the rate
increased? Can we cut back on electricity usage? Craig also noted that the increase in insurance is related to an increase in
our coverage to better protect our HOA. Will the coverage stay the same going forward?
Additionally, a comparison of the budget vs. the actual revenue and costs for the last few years, as well as knowing the
projected income and expenses for the next years, is valuable information for evaluating how much more revenue, if any, we
may need. Are any capital improvements or large one-time expenses anticipated over the next several years, such as air
conditioning for the Ramada?
Craig stated that if revenue is needed, an alternative to raising the HOA fee might be to raise the transfer fee to $1,000. This
would net an additional $600 more per transfer. Some HOAs even charge a percent of the sales price as their transfer fee to
keep up with inflation. For example, a transfer fee of 0.25% on a $425,000 sale would net $1,062 and $650 on a $260,000
sale. A transfer fee of 0.375% would net $1,593 on a $425,000 sale and $975 on a $260,000 sale. Craig says many HOA
transfer fees are 3-4 times higher than ours.
He suggested as another alternative that we charge a one-time assessment of $100/per home, which would net the
association $9,900. A one-time assessment would pay back the reserve fund and build our non-allocated funds. Additionally,
you would still see the transfer fees continue to accumulate revenue.
Craig pointed out that either an increase in the transfer fees or a one-time assessment would be a single event. Raising the
HOA fees impacts homeowners every year. He encourages all homeowners to attend the December 2 board meeting.
MONTEREY MOMENTS
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A Historic Moment, continued from page 1
At the winter, spring and fall 2019 HP Commission meetings, and meetings with Steve
Venker, other City officials and staff, and Councilwomen Kathy Littlefield and Solange
Whitehead, a number of homeowners from all the VM HOAs expressed concern about
the guidelines because of the lack of resident input, the document’s length and complexity, evidence of
governmental overreach, and inconsistency between early promises from the city and the emerging reality. As a
result, the VM 5/5a Board appointed an ad hoc committee to study options and report back to the Board. One option
being considered is withdrawing from the historic designation.
Guided by Steve Venker, the Commission has been reviewing chapters of the Guidelines at each monthly
Commission meeting and receiving specific line item comments from homeowners. How these comments will be
integrated into the document is yet to be seen.
At the November meeting of the Historic Commission, VM 3 Board Member Colleen Klapak presented to Venker and
the Commission the initial 1-page document presented by the Historic Office to VM residents when VM first became
Historic. She compared it to the complex, current 72-page draft of the Guidelines. Colleen asked, “how can we get
back to this one-page document?” and “why has it become so elongated?” Colleen, representing homeowners of
VM3, asked that the HP Office and the HP Commission only oversee items that require a building permit as stated in
the original, one-page document. Colleen and the audience received no response.
Colleen also presented to the Commission and Venker documentation she found regarding the City of Scottsdale
Code (6.100) governing Historic Properties. Colleen and members of the audience were concerned that the code
would override any authority of the HOAs and even what is now being outlined in the draft Guidelines. Additionally,
homeowners were also concerned about language in the Scottsdale code specifying possible fines of $250 to $1000
per violation per day and possible civil penalties or even misdemeanor charges for failure to comply.
see links:
https://library.municode.com/az/scottsdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=VOLII_APXBBAZOOR_ARTVISUDI_S6.121ALHIREAPRE
https://library.municode.com/az/scottsdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=VOLII_APXBBAZOOR_ARTVISUDI_S6.131CLPE
https://library.municode.com/az/scottsdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=VOLII_APXBBAZOOR_ARTVISUDI_S6.132PE

Colleen asked if the requirements of the code would govern VM, could be changed, or could be an addended so
VM would be exempt from the code, but did not receive an answer.
Previous issues of Monterey Moments and special reports sent over the summer have carried updates on the guidelines
development. If you have questions, please contact Craig Sjodin.

Historic Commission Meeting

What’s coming up at future HP Commission meetings:

Thursday, December 5, 2019, 6 pm

Steve Venker and HP Commission Chair proposed the following schedule:

One Civic Center Atrium
7447 E Indian School Road
(call to verify, locations often change)
480.312.7000
further discussion of draft guidelines
Open to all Homeowners

December 6, 2019: Last review of entire document including comments
entered but not debated. The document will then be available on City of
Scottsdale Historic Preservation website for community review. Venker said
the City does not have the resources to print out a copy for each homeowner.
There will also be a copy at the one-stop shop at the City Planning
Department and possibly the public library. Some Commissioners may also
meet homeowners at one of VM Ramadas for one-on-one questions.
January 2, 2020: final review and possible vote for approval.
February 6, 2020: final vote if not voted on in January.
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