
 

  




MONTEREY

HOA Monthly Board Meeting 

January 7,  9 am

HOA Board 

Craig Sjodin, president 
Randy Brenckman, vice-
president 
Don Couture, secretary 
Sandy Mucci, treasurer  
Sandra Barnes, board member 
Bob Grandestaff, board member 
Beverly Tyson, board member 

Committees 

Coffees - Madeline Krska 
Compliance – Bob Grandestaff  
Landscape Planning –  
 Randy Brenckman 
Library – Ann Lane 
Newsletter –  
 Patti Frinzi and Mike Sikes  
Park & Ramada Maintenance – 
 Randy Brenckman 

 
Pool & Spa - Bill Mucci 
Potluck/Happy Hour - 
 Sandra Barnes 
Ramada - Gayle Sjodin  
Real Estate - Joan Hunsinger  
Social - Sandra Barnes 
Street Lighting - Craig Sjodin 
Web Page & Directory - 
 Sue Carey

Click this link for  
Board Meeting minutes: 

montereyparkassociation.com

December 2018 
moments

Upcoming Holiday Events . . . 

Light Pole Decorating Contest. Start your creative juices flowing, thinking 

of new ways to decorate your light pole, a long time Villa Monterey Christmas tradition. Judging 
will be December 20th. $100 cash prize for the best pole awarded at the New Year’s Eve Party 
(do not need to be present to win). 

In this issue . . . 

Calendar of Events , Real Estate Report. . . . . page 2 
Christmas Greetings . . . . . . page 3 
2018 Christmas Party. . . . . page 4 

A White Christmas in the Desert 

If your holiday time includes fond memories of snowy Christmases, you may be responding to a song written by 
Irving Berlin 75 years ago. Legend has it, however, that he composed his iconic song, White Christmas, while 
sitting poolside at the Arizona Biltmore. — see page 3 for more

HOA Dues are due January 1 
Past due January 10  
subject to 10% penalty

New Year’s Eve Party, December 31, 5:30 - 8:30  
All residents cordially invited. Beef tenderloin will be provided, please 
bring a complimentary dish to share. BYOB.

What is the future of Villa Monterey, 
particularly its front patios? This question came to the fore in the Dec. 
6 meeting of the Scottsdale Historic Preservation Commission. 
Monterey Moments reporters attended the meeting along with a large 
number of VM residents, the majority from 5/5A. We are developing 
an article for the January issue that will report in depth on the meeting 
and the critical issue involved. Stay tuned.

http://montereyparkassociation.com
http://montereyparkassociation.com
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Brush and Bulk Collection: week of December 17 
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/solid-waste/brush-bulk-collection

Real Estate Report . . . 

As of November 29, 2018 

In all of Villa Monterey: 
22 homes for sale priced from $219,000 to $439,000 MLS ONLY  
7 for sale by owner 
3 are Under Contract (MLS ONLY) 
3 sold in November, $295,000 - $330,000 

In Villa Monterey 5/5a: 3 for sale by owner 

I have been told that we have our first home on the market in VM 5/5a, for 
sale by owner, for OVER $500,000. Hope they have an open house for all 
of us to see, must be spectacular. Let’s hope they get it. This says a lot for 
VM 5. We don't have power lines behind our homes, we have gas, no 
rentals allowed, a Ramada, with a solar heated pool; this makes our 
community a little more desirable. 

   -Joan Hunsinger 

Community 
Coffee 
Saturday, January 5, 9:30 am

Water Aerobatics  
Monday, Wednesday & 
Saturday 
11 am at the pool 
Bev Tyson

Wednesdays  
1 pm, call for location 

bring a lunch snack 
Bev Tyson

Tuesdays & Fridays 
Unit 4 Ramada (air conditioned) 
1:30 pm 
Sandy Mucci

Shareholders’ Contact Sheets . . . 
Thanks! to everyone who submitted their emergency contact sheet and to 
Beverly Tyson and her committee for all their diligent efforts. 

If you have not submitted yours yet, please complete the form included with 
your annual dues notice and submit by December 31 to Sandy Mucci with 
your HOA dues. Below is a link to the form also. 

Click this link: Shareholder Emergency Contact Sheet 

Happy Hour 
PotLuck  

New Year’s 
Eve Party 

Monday, December 31, 5:30

Hosts are needed for the Coffees, held the first Saturday of 
the month, and the Potluck Happy Hours, held the second 
Friday of the month. Please sign up on the sheet in the 
Ramada near the library.  

Project manager needed for pool deck resurfacing. 

Questions? Contact, 
Madeline Krska, coffee chair or  
San Barnes, Potluck/Happy Hour chair. 
Randy Brenckman, Ramada Maintenance 

Thanks, Madi Krska for hosting the Holiday 
Coffee on December 1. Madi’s daughter and her 
boyfriend made a giant yummy Lemon Thyme 
Scone with Lemon curd that was a big hit. They 
went faster than I could get a picture! (recipes 
attached) 

crumbs of the Lemon Thyme Scone

http://montereyparkassociation.com
http://www.montereyparkassociation.com/Shareholder_emergencyn_Sheet.pdf
https://m.facebook.com/villamontereycommunity/
http://www.montereyparkassociation.com/Shareholder_emergencyn_Sheet.pdf
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/solid-waste/brush-bulk-collection
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/solid-waste/brush-bulk-collection
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A White Christmas in the Desert 

from page 1 
White Christmas, as some of us remember, became a holiday anthem thanks to a rendition by 
Bing Crosby and several movies in which it featured prominently (1942’s Holiday Inn, 1954’s 
White Christmas). The song gave solace to Americans stationed far from home during World 

War II, and has created generations of nostalgia for a simpler and 
perhaps kinder time in our lives. 

Unlike many holiday songs, White Christmas is not specific to any 
religion (its composer was Jewish), and has found its place in the homes and hearts of 
people from all belief traditions. Its message is one of universal gratitude for home, for 
connections, for a time set aside once each year for peace. It taps images and 
archetypes that resonate in snowy climes and desert towns alike. 

So when your mind hears the rustle of snow and the tinkling of sleigh bells but all you 
see around you are sunshine and saguaros, be grateful for the transcendent message that 

infused a simple tune penned beside a Phoenix pool in 1942. 

For more information, see Jessie Martin’s “Last Look,” Phoenix Magazine, Dec. 2016  
(http://www.phoenixmag.com/history/berlin-s-biltmore-daydream.html);  
White Christmas (Wikipedia article), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Christmas_(song)

Irving Berlin, 1941

Christmas in Scottsdale  

T’was the night before 
Christmas and along 
Scottsdale Road, 
Not a coyot' was lurking, no 
javelina strode; 
No scorpions nor rattlers were 
anywhere in sight, 
And the horses and burro 
were down for the night. 

Cowboy boots were stacked by the fire with care,  
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there; 
The sleeping grandkids were dreaming with glee, 
Hoping to find iPads under the tree. 

In front of the house were mother and dad, 
Decorating the saguaros—ouch, that hurt bad! 
When out near the road there arose such a clatter, 
Tumble weeds blowing and white sand in a splatter. 

Away to the driveway dad flew in a flash 
Mom grabbed the rifle and got ready to dash; 
The moon over Camelback Mountain arose 
To reveal a red Caddie carrying a load. 

Dad’s wondering eyes took in the sight; 
Mom laid down the rifle and felt no more fright; 
They saw not one reindeer but soon understood, 
There were eight tiny cylinders under the hood! 
And a little old driver, so lively and quick— 
They knew in a moment he must be St. Nick. 

As he jumped from the car, he gave a deep chuckle, 
Dressed in red golf shorts with a big silver buckle. 
His black leather boots were decidedly upscale 
But what else would anyone expect in Scottsdale? 

They had no chimney, but that caused no gloom, 
For Santa came in through the Arizona room. 
He carefully laid gifts under the tree, 
And went about his tasks with obvious glee. 
Before he departed, he treated himself,  
To a taco and guac that were left on the shelf. 

He turned with a bounce, and leapt to the car,  
Remembering he still had to go very far. 
Turning the key and lighting the dash,  
He sped up 101 in a roadrunner flash. 

But they heard him exclaim as he went on his way-- 
“Its freezing up north, I wish I could stay! 
The greens are inviting, though sand traps abound, 
The trunk holds my clubs, I could play a few 
rounds!” 

They heard him pronounce, before he vanished from 
sight, 
“Happy Holidays, pardners, 
Have a good night!” 

Happy Holidays! 
 from your editors,  

Mike and Patti 

http://montereyparkassociation.com
http://www.phoenixmag.com/history/berlin-s-biltmore-daydream.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Christmas_(song)
https://m.facebook.com/villamontereycommunity/
http://www.phoenixmag.com/history/berlin-s-biltmore-daydream.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Christmas_(song)
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to San Barnes and all the volunteers who 
made the 2018 VM 5/5a Holiday Party 

so festive and 

from hemming 
tablecloths

to trimming the tree 
thanks, Sandy Mucci 

and friends

to decorating the 
Ramada

and setting the tables 
thanks  Sue Carey & Joan Jones

Board President, Craig Sjodin, 
acknowledging San Barnes, social 
committee chair and Holiday Party 
planner extraordinaire. San put a lot 
of time and effort for months into 
planning the meal, working with the 
caterer, taking reservations, exercising 
her glue gun creating table runners, 
hemming tablecloths . . . . . . .

http://montereyparkassociation.com
https://m.facebook.com/villamontereycommunity/
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Lemon Thyme Scones 

Ingredients 
2 cups flour 
4 teaspoons baking powder 
1/3 cup sugar 
8 tablespoons salted butter, cold! 
3/4 cup cream 
1 egg 
Coarse raw sugar to sprinkle on top 
2 tbsp lemon zest and 2 tbsp thyme 

Directions 
Heat oven to 375 degrees. 
In a large mixing bowl, combine flour, baking powder, and sugar. Mix well. Cut in butter. 
Stir in extras (fruit or whatever). In a separate bowl, combine cream with beaten egg, then 
add to dry ingredients. Mix until everything is moist. Turn dough out onto a cookie sheet 
lined with parchment. With a table knife, press dough out into a round shape, about 3/4 
inch thick. Sprinkle the top with raw sugar. Bake for 15 minutes or until brown.

Recipes from the Holiday Coffee 

hosted by Madi Krska

Lemon Curd 

Ingredients  
1 cup raw cane sugar (Florida Crystals) 
2 tablespoons grated lemon zest  
3/4 cup fresh lemon juice 
8 large egg yolks 
1 1/4 sticks unsalted butter (10 tablespoons), cut into 1/2-inch cubes 

Directions 
Put sugar and zest in a food processor, and pulse until zest is very finely chopped and 
well-mixed with the sugar. 

In a medium saucepan, off heat, whisk together sugar/zest mixture and egg yolks; whisk 
in lemon juice. 

Add the butter cubes and place pan over medium-high. Cook, whisking constantly, 
until butter has melted, and mixture is thick enough to coat the back of a spoon. This 
could take 5 to 10 minutes depending on the heat. Do not boil!!! 

Remove pan from heat and pour curd into a glass bowl. Press plastic wrap against the 
surface of curd (to prevent skin from forming), and refrigerate until cold. 

Before using, let the curd stand at room temperature for a half hour or so, then stir it to 
give it a thick saucy consistency.

http://montereyparkassociation.com
https://m.facebook.com/villamontereycommunity/

